Medicine and dentistry: the dawn of the fourth age.
Medicine-bashing is in vogue; but is there substance behind the empty 'sound bites'; cheap shots and screaming headlines, or is it all just political rhetoric? This essay examines some of the issues and tries to place the costs and technologicalization of medicine and dentistry in a perspective of historical development. The truth is that there is much truth in the criticisms. Howsoever, this is not a jeremiad essay--solutions to our problems exist and they are not Utopian--the real question is whether we are able to learn and put into our practice our lessons.